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POLI 277-2  International Relations    Fall 2014 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Anas Malik. 
Office: Schott Hall 712  
Office Hrs: Thurs 1:05 to 2:15 pm, and by appt. 
Email address: malik@xavier.edu 
Phone: x3227 
Course Credit: 3.00 hours 
 
 
 
Course Description 
 
Updated frequently every day, news headlines announce what appear to be an endless 
cascade of political hostilities and violent clashes. Yet politics is not only about 
competition and conflict. There are also significant gains to be had by cooperation and 
mutually beneficial arrangements. The World Health Organization has sought to 
coordinate global efforts against pandemics. The US-Soviet Cold War confrontation 
ended without a nuclear apocalypse. A global financial meltdown has led to new efforts 
for international economic management. Climate change is increasingly recognized as a 
global challenge requiring a collective response.  
 
States, international organizations, nongovernmental organizations, local governments, 
bureaucracies, individuals, and other actors participate in international politics. 
“International relations” is the study of their behaviors and interactions. Much like 
international politics itself, there is some anarchy in the academic study of international 
relations. So-called “islands of theory” are located in a sea of possibilities for research. 
Our course will survey and map some prominent regions, examining the realist, liberal, 
Marxist, constructivist, and feminist approaches, with some related asides.  
 
This course addresses the Core Curriculum learning goals of critical thinking, oral and 
written communication, and helps students become more aware global citizens by 
introducing them to primarily social scientific scholarly perspectives on international 
relations. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
-to gain exposure to approaches to the study of world politics  
 
-to think critically about current and historical global political issues using analytic tools 
from the literature 
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-to discover, articulate, challenge, and make more sophisticated our own political values. 
We all have them, even the most apolitical of us. 
  
Required Reading 
 
Lamy, Steven, John Masker, John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens 
(2015) Introduction to Global Politics, Brief Edition, Third Edition. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 
  
This is the major text for the course. Please read carefully and note the theoretical 
perspectives, research findings, and case studies that the text describes. You are 
responsible for all assigned portions. The expectation is that you, the student, will raise 
any elements that need clarification or discussion in class. You may supplement your 
textbook reading through a companion website, www.oup.com/he/lamy, which provides 
learning tools and review materials.  
 
Additional selections will be required; these will be made available on the course Canvas 
site.  
Assessment components  
 
Midterm Exam  (25%), Final Exam (30%)   
The exams may draw on short-answer, multiple choice, and essay components to assess 
familiarity and depth in applying major theoretical perspectives on international relations. 
 
Paper (30%)  
The paper offers an opportunity to analyze an international interaction using course 
concepts. A presentation before a small group will provide critical feedback from peers. 
Detailed instructions will be given in class. 
 
Canvas posts, presentations, and participation (15%) 
The Canvas posts are short online response assignments asking for an informed, critical 
response to a short reading or statement. They will be graded on pass-fail basis. Late 
posts will receive half-credit. Participation includes attendance, improvement, and quality 
of classroom contributions.  
 
Grading Policy 
 
With the exception of the pass/fail assignments, grades will be assigned based on 
percentage scores, as follows. 
 
                           A = 93% – 100%;  A- = 90% – 92%  
 
                           B+ = 87% – 89%;  B = 83% – 86%;  B- = 80% – 82%  
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                           C+ = 77% – 79%;  C = 73% – 76%;  C- = 70% – 72%  
 
                           D = 60% – 69%;  F = Below 60% 
 
See Department Grading Guidelines supplement for additional details.  
 
Class Schedule 
 
Please note that changes and revisions to this schedule may be made at the instructor’s 
discretion. Note that reading assignments must be completed before class. 
Day Topic Reading * Assignments** 
Aug 27 Overview   
Aug 27 Approaches to International 
Relations 
Syllabus, Ch. 1  
Sept 3 Evolution of world politics Ch. 2 Canvas post 
Sept 3 IR Theories Ch. 3  
Sept 10 Foreign Policy Ch. 4 Canvas post 
Sept 10 Leadership cycles Modelski article  
Sept 17 International Law Ch. 5 Paper topic 
Sept 17 Non-state actors   
Sept 23 Security, war Ch. 6 Canvas post  
Sept 23 Terrorism Malik article  
Sept 30 Library – research  Identify sources  
Sept 30 Connection, Information Documentary Annotated Bibliog 
Oct 1 Midterm   
Oct 8 International security/Arms races Prisoner’s Dilemma  
Oct 8 Human Rights, Human Security Ch. 7  
Oct 15  Trade Ch.8 Canvas post  
Oct 15 Global economic relations   
Oct 22 Poverty, Development Ch. 9 Canvas post 
Oct 22 Hunger   
Oct 29 Environment Ch. 10 Paper Rough draft 
Oct 29 Governing the commons Janssen/Anderies  
Nov 5 Presentations   
Nov 5 Followup discussion on papers   
Nov 12 Global inequality Piketty review  
Nov 12 Rival forecasts Modelski/Thompson Canvas post 
Nov 19 Polycentric world orders? TBA Paper due 
Nov 19 Technology, trends Rifkin TBA 
 
 
Nov 26 THANKSGIVING  BREAK   
Dec 3 Transnation norm entrepreneurs Article TBA  
Dec 3 Global ethic Malik article  
Dec 10 Overview Review  
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* All Chapter readings are from the Lamy textbook; others will be linked through Canvas. 
** Canvas assignments will usually be due by noon on Monday 
 
